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 1 
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 2 

Policy Review Committee 3 

Regular Meeting 4 

March 6, 2014 5 

 6 
Minutes Approved April 17, 2014 7 
 8 
Members present: 9 
Sue Hull    Scott Calder    Connie Clooten  10 
Randy Pitney    Ruth Post (via phone)  Kobe Rizk  11 
Maureen Meeks   Felicia Jackson 12 
 13 
Members absent: 14 
Sonja Ramstad   Sarah Nichols     15 
 16 
Staff present: 17 
Bett Schaffhauser, Director of Employment and Educational Opportunity 18 
Gayle Pierce, Director of Labor Relations 19 
Bernice Creek, Executive Assistant for Human Resources & Labor Relations 20 
 21 
The meeting was brought to order at 5:10 pm. 22 
 23 
Roll was taken. 24 
 25 
Mr. Clader moved to adopt the agenda as submitted.  26 
Ms. Clooten seconded. 27 
 28 
Discussion: Public comment statement added to match what the board has in effect.  29 
Any items can be discussed by the public, whether it is on the agenda or not. 30 
  31 
Without objection, the agenda was adopted. 32 

 33 
Mr. Calder moved to approve the February 20, 2014, minutes.  34 
Mr. Rizk seconded.   35 
 36 
 Discussion: 37 
Two corrections: Mr. Calder pointed out on page 6 of 12, line 9 the word “bring” should 38 
be deleted and on the same page, line 25, “Alaska statutes in is confusing…” 39 
 40 
Minutes were accepted with the corrections listed above. 41 
 42 
No public comments. 43 
Casey Yeager, parent, attended the meeting  44 
 45 
 46 
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Old Business 1 
 2 
Policy 1049:  Alcohol and Other Drug Violations: 3 
 4 
Ms. Schaffhauser opened discussion on Policy 1049.1 and 1049.3 as old business 5 
continued from the last meeting.  We are looking at how we are defining “Use, 6 
Possession, and/or Distribution of Alcohol, Other Drugs or Unauthorized Substances” 7 
that were previously identified as “controlled substances”.  Legal opinion from the 8 
borough said with “controlled substances” being clearly defined in AK statute it was 9 
confusing with the wording in our policy even though we defined “controlled substances” 10 
in the AR. Proposed language for policy 1049.1 was expanded to include “drugs, 11 
unauthorized prescription drugs, unauthorized non-prescription drugs, drug-like 12 
substances, look alike substances or other unauthorized substances” and one of the 13 
concerns expressed was the word “drugs” and how we determine the difference 14 
between legal and illegal substances and over the counter medications. 15 
 16 
We did receive public comment from a principal that was positive on the language 17 
proposed and from the military liaison. Additional comments were presented from 18 
Montean Jackson, Director of Safe & Drug Free Schools and the SMART/DW PASS 19 
programs, along with information on Spice, synthetic marijuana, and E-cigarettes usage 20 
and dangers.  She wrote in favor of using the words in the draft but did recommend 21 
some changes in language for other parts of this policy.   22 
 23 
The salmon colored sheets, as presented by the administration, has the current drug 24 
violation language in section one and how controlled substances are currently defined in 25 
AR 1049.1. Lines 28-48 has the current policy with the proposed language that we have 26 
been reviewing.  The last section “Other Options for Drug Violation” was proposed 27 
taking into consideration what was discussed at the last PRC meeting and with the 28 
understanding that our policy needs to be broad statements, using simpler language 29 
and putting in “Other Unauthorized Substances” for “controlled substances”. This is 30 
followed by some proposed administrative language defining “unauthorized”. 31 
 32 
Discussion of proposal:  33 
 1049.1 Use, Possession, and/or Distribution of Alcohol or Other Unauthorized 34 
Substances 35 
 A student shall not use, possess, distribute or be under the influence of alcohol 36 
or other unauthorized substance on any school property or at any school-sponsored 37 
activity.  Violation of this policy will result in disciplinary action. 38 
 39 
Mr. Calder:   40 

 Reviewed the administration regulation that works with the policy and considered 41 

the wording good.  42 

 Greater specificity with new administration regulation language – is the intent to 43 

put the language into the policy or show how the AR relates to the policy?  44 

o Ms. Schaffhauser replied it is to show how the language in the AR would 45 

relate to the language proposed for the policy. 46 
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o Ms. Hull stated that sometime the board will request possible language for 1 

the AR but the administration is responsible for AR language and the 2 

board is responsible for policy language. 3 

 Glad to see the policy clarification of prescribed medicine defined so he knows 4 

this policy would not interfere with the proper administration of medicine without it 5 

becoming overly cumbersome. 6 

 Information provided on synthetic drugs and e-cigarettes shows the complexity of 7 

situations being dealt with by administration. 8 

 Mr. Calder asked if policy 1049 applies to everyone in a school or just to students 9 

in the school. 10 

o Ms. Schaffhauser replied this applies only to students. 11 

 Mr. Calder commented he had a discussion with Ms. Schaffhauser last week 12 

about reasonable suspicion and probable cause. He remains concerned about 13 

the legal aspect of conducting searches without parents being notified.  14 

 15 

Ms. Ramstad moved to forward Policy 1049.1 to the school board with the 16 

following language: 17 

1049.1 Use, Possession, and/or Distribution of Alcohol or Other Unauthorized 18 
Substances 19 
 20 
 A student shall not use, possess, distribute or be under the influence of 21 
alcohol or other unauthorized substance on any school property or at any school-22 
sponsored activity.  Violation of this policy will result in disciplinary action. 23 
 24 

Mr. Pitney seconded 25 

 26 

Discussion: 27 

Ms. Jackson and Ms. Ramstad commented the language is concise and 28 

understandable. 29 

 30 

Voice Count:  All for, none against. 31 

 32 

Motion passed with no objections. 33 

 34 

Mr. Calder moved to advance 1049.3 as it is written to the school board. 35 

Ms. Ramstad seconded. 36 

 37 

Discussion: 38 

Ms. Schaffhauser opened the discussion on Policy 1049.3.  The concern here is with e-39 

cigarettes (electronic cigarettes.  The proposed policy language has been brought 40 

before the principals.  Also addressed is “unauthorized nicotine” as there may be cases 41 
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in the schools where students have prescribed nicotine patches or nicotine gum to help 1 

them quit smoking.     2 

 3 

Mr. Pitney asked how a student would receive permission for authorized nicotine usage. 4 

Ms. Schaffhauser replied she understood the student would need a prescription from a 5 

doctor and then would make the administration aware. Mr. Calder wanted clarification if 6 

authorized use of nicotine would fall under administrative regulation 1062.2. Discussion 7 

was held if you need to be of legal age to purchase nicotine products or if anyone, any 8 

age could purchase the product. Ms. Post said you must show proof of age to purchase 9 

nicotine products, whether at a register or pharmacy. 10 

 11 

Ms. Hull asked if there needed to be more specific language in how these items are 12 

controlled in school.  Ms. Schaffhauser said parents can authorize student to use these 13 

products and that would be sufficient for the principal. Misuse and sharing of a 14 

substance would fall under distribution rather than possession. 15 

 16 

Ms. Hull commented that general wording in the policy allows administration to change 17 

the administrative regulation as changes happen within society. 18 

 19 

Mr. Calder asked why we need two separate policies to address alcohol and tobacco 20 

(1049.1 and 1049.3). Ms. Ramstad commented if students play sports, nicotine is a 21 

different thing from alcohol. Ms. Schaffhauser stated that historically tobacco has been 22 

separated out from alcohol and we have just kept with what was in existence. The 23 

consequences are very different between alcohol and tobacco violations. The harm 24 

from tobacco happens over a period of time and a one–time usage with another 25 

substance could cause immediate harm.   Mr. Pitney commented it comes down to 26 

enforcement, with two clean cut policies it makes it easier to separate out the discipline. 27 

 28 

Vote on Motion: Advance Policy 1049.3 to school board. 29 

 30 

Voice Count:  All for, none against. 31 

 32 

Motion passed with no objections. 33 

 34 

The administration proposed no changes to Policy 1049 and 1049.2. 35 

 36 

Motion: 37 

Mr. Calder moved to advance Policy 1049, Alcohol and Other Drug Violations to 38 

the school board. 39 

Mr. Pitney seconded. 40 

 41 
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Mr. Calder moved to amend Policy 1049: line 7 insert a comma after alcohol-free 1 

school environment, and striking the following: “so learning can take place; to 2 

educate students so they are aware of the issues and problems related to the use 3 

of drugs and substances; to identify students who have substance abuse 4 

problems; to refer students for treatment services which are beyond the scope of 5 

schools;” 6 

No second 7 
 8 

Motion dies for lack of second 9 
 10 

Mr. Rizk moved to add on line 7 the word “that” after “alcohol-free school 11 

environment so “that” learning can take place”.   12 

Mr. Calder seconded 13 
 14 

Discussion: 15 

Ms. Schaffhauser stated the district has been working to eliminate the word “that” from 16 

all policies. Mr. Calder thought there were a number of unnecessary words and “that” 17 

sounds better and stronger. Mr. Rizk thought auditory it sounded right. Ms. Pierce 18 

suggested the terminology “to enable learning” might be appropriate.  19 
 20 

Mr. Rizk moved to amend his motion so line 7 reads “free and alcohol-free school 21 

environment “to enable” so learning can take place; to educate”. 22 

Mr. Calder seconded. 23 

 24 

Motion passes with no objection 25 

 26 

Original motion for Policy 1049 to advance Policy 1049, Alcohol and Other Drug 27 

Violations to the school board with this language change: line 7 reads “free and 28 

alcohol-free school environment “to enable” so learning can take place; to 29 

educate”. 30 

 31 

Motion passes with no objection 32 

 33 

Ms. Clooten commented that she did speak to the drug and alcohol person at her 34 

school; they thought it was a good proposal and remarked how hard it is to keep up with 35 

all new substances and the constant changes. 36 

 37 

Motion: 38 

Mr. Calder moved to forward 1049.2 to the school board. 39 

No second 40 

 41 

Motion dies for lack of second 42 
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Ms. Hull asked if there were notations made when a policy was looked so it doesn’t 1 

appear that the policy has not been looked at since 1980.  Ms. Schaffhauser 2 

commented that a rotation for policy review was established in 2008 and they will start 3 

putting a date on the table of contents page of when each chapter was reviewed. All 4 

policies are reviewed in that chapter as per the established schedule but not all policies 5 

need to be revised at that time. 6 

 7 

Closing Comments: 8 

Mr. Calder: 9 

 Wanted to know why we do not have a policy book and an administrative 10 

regulation book. 11 

 General concern about the volume and complexity of the material and working to 12 

make it simpler is a good thing rather than piling on words 13 

 Efficacy of whole process of this committee. 14 

Ms. Ramstad: 15 

 This is a group of people that should be able to speak not just one person. 16 

Ms. Clooten: 17 

 The book as grown over the years it has been added to, the concussion section 18 

alone added about thirty pages.  I like it the way it is. 19 

Ms. Hull  20 

 Simplify as we are able to but we should not eliminate what is needed. 21 

Mr. Pitney 22 

 Might be worth having two sets of books – one for home and one for here. 23 

 24 
Ms. Hull adjourned the meeting at 6:20 pm 25 
 26 
Next meeting date:  Thursday, April 17, 2014, at Admin Center 27 


